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THE LONG ARM OF THE LAW 
compiled by Emily Chambers 
Before you go breaking any laws, ethos thought it would 
be helpful to know the potential consequences of your 
actions. We informally polled a few Iowa State students to 
determine what people think is the penalty for each commonly-
committed crime, then we noted the actual penalty for 
each crime. 
Legal Name 
putting debris 
on the highway 
providing alcohol 
to minors 
OWl 
public intoxication 
expired 
parking meter 
minor on 
premises 
failure to use 
the crosswalk 
theft in the 
fifth 
fraudulent 
practice in the 
fourth degree 
indecent 
exposure 
assault 
destruction of 
public property 
Common Name 
littering 
helping underage 
friends 
drunk driving 
public intox. 
expired parking 
meter 
sneaking into a bar 
jay-walking 
shoplifting 
splicing cable 
flashing, 
mooning 
fighting 
vandalism 
Keep this easy-to-use chart with you at all times. It just 
may save your hide someday. 
Assumed Assumed Actual Actual 
Maximum Minimum Maximum Minimum 
Penalty Penalty Penalty Penalty 
$500 20 hours $47.50 $47.50 
community 
service 
$100 $75 $500 N/A 
$500 or up to $250,a $1,000 or 30 $1,000 or 30 
three nights night in jail days in jail days in jail 
in jail 
$75 $50 $100 or 30 N/A 
days in jail 
$50 $15 $10 after $3 if paid in 7 
30 days days 
$100 $100 $145 N/A 
$10 warning $28 N/A 
$10,000 $500 $100 or 30 N/A 
days in jail 
$10,000 $250 $1,000 or one $100 or 30 
year in jail days in jail 
$250 $250 $1,000 or one N/A 
yea in jail 
$500 $50 $5,000 or two $100 or 30 
years in jail days in jail 
$10,000 $200 decision up $100 or 30 
to judge days in jail 
information provided by Sgt. Randy Kessel of the Ames Police Department • chart design by Shannon Dietrich 
